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Doesn’t Carter Know A

Jimmy Carter is & man of many pans who o
often shows his perverse side. 10 his own detri-
ment. and in this case. 10 the nation’s as well.

In Tokvo recently, he did what former presi-
dents and vice presidents should never do when

they are out of the countrv-—denotince the cur- .
rent foreign policy of the United Siates. Carter,
bright, earnest and well meaning as he is, did
that, and thus showed 2 charsicteristic narrow- :

ness and lack of class. , oy ~rm.n . -

.Larter charged in-a pews conference that the

Reagan administration’s *support of E! Salve- |
dor's government- amounted -to underwriting & -

régzime that was “the most .bloodthirsty in our
bernisphere, perhaps in the world.” |
" . Be-also attacked current US. trade and de-

femse policies with Japan. And ke embarrassed .

the Canadian goverrment—and therefore ours
—by spilling the beans -on how CIA agenis he
sen to Iran during the hosiage crisis worked
hand-in-hand with Canadian officials.

Doesnt Carter know any better? “Doesn’t he
know that when he appears in the press and
broadcast media in Japan, as a former president
be is regardec as an embiem of the United States,

and an authoritative ‘voice as -well? Duesn't he
know that his words are amplified ‘across the
world, thus making it even more.difficult for'what-
ever administration is-in" Washington 10" carry out
Amenican policy? RS R

if Carter wents to lambaste the Reagan gov-

ermnment, fine. but let him do it on American soil.
Fresident Ford had many serious differences with

Carter’s foreign policies, but when he traveled

abroad as an ex-president, he heid his-tongue in
privaie as well as public. There is no evidence
that Richard Nixon, as former vice president and
president, viviated this unwritten rule either.

Moreover: Carter's characterization of El Sal-
vador's rezime as perhaps the most bloodthirsty
in the world is fuolish no matier where he said
it. I is & bit pious for Carter to proclaim, as he
did in Japan, that when he.was president
human nghts -and demacratic . reforms were
stressed in Central America.

After all, Carter sent $5 million in emergency
aid 1 the very Salvadoran govermment he claims
has killed up 10 3500 of its own penpie. The Cen-
iral American situation I8 just as vexing for the
hKeggan zovernmeént as it was for Carter's. When
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Carter was in the White House. he didnt come up
with any mavic solutions for that troubled region,.
The trouble in all Laun America, panuculariy Cen-

ny Better?

tral Americs, has been festering for a Jong time.

_ ‘Reagan inheﬁtet_l}n, Just s Carter did. . :
The former president wasn't conient w ge after |

the Reagan-administration on El Saivadar. He also

" took advantage of Japan’s regional concerns by cit-

ing 2_recently ‘begotisted arrangement or the -
United States 1o incresse arms sales to“Thiwan as

+"an ‘example_ of Reagan's *unprecedented radical -

departure in foreign palicy,”. Come now, Mr For-,

" mer President; isn't that laying it on 8 hit thick? ™

And did he have to’pander o Japanese self-in- -
terest by claiming it is:a “mistake” for the-U.S. *

- governmem toask Jaipen to incresse the defense
¢ portion-of Tis budget and to piish for different ar- -

rangements on 4rade :that woud - benefit .the
United States? Tsk, tsk, Carter did this-on Japa-
nese television. T ;
Finally, for Carter 10 rake over the CLA infj
volvement with Canadian officials in iran might
make him look like 8 big man in Tokyo, but. a1
whose expense” i ;

. - Up.ty now. the word was that US. intelgence
" - organizations helped the:Canadians prep;; pass-

pons-and visas Jor six Americans ghéltered in the
that repont 2 good deal. He couidn't resist telling
correspondemis how he sent ClA men in disguise

“into Tehran 1o work in the Canadian Embassy on

the problem of gétting the Amernicans out.

The Canadian government would like as lit-
tle said about this episode as possible.’ Insur-
gent forces in ‘many countries might immedi-
ately- conclude that every Canadian embassy

-houses CIA- agents. But Carter can’t keep his
. mouth shut.. ' ’

He can act peculiarly at times. Carter obvi-

~ ously still feels the hurt of overwhelming defeat

and being a one-term president. He must know
that the ‘office of the president is bigger than the
mortal who occupies it. and that when that mor-
tal departs the White House, he carries much of
the aure with him—especially overseas. When
furmer presidents are ahroad. they shouldn't
knuck VLS. foreirn policv. It makes & former oc-
cupant of that office a bigger person for showing
the necessary resiraint.
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